
Project
It is � long p�th from �n initi�l cre�tive
concept to the fin�l concretiz�tion 
�nd public�tion of � picture book. 
To help you �long this journey, the Bolo
Klub org�nises exch�nges between
peers, where you h�ve the opportunity
to meet experienced �uthors �nd 
illustr�tors, �s well �s networking with 
publishers �nd other profession�ls. 
The Bolo Klub �ims to cre�te � self-
supportive community for the develop-
ment of high-qu�lity picture books 
by connecting experienced profession�ls
with (� new gener�tion) of motiv�ted 
illustr�tors. 

Do you h�ve � concept in mind for �n
ench�nting children’s picture book? 
Or �re you re�dy to t�ke on the exciting
t�sk of cre�ting one?  

Well, the moment is here! 
...or perh�ps it’s just �round the corner. 
However, don’t postpone it for too long! 

...Become � p�rt of the 
Bolo Klub tod�y!

Bolo
Five renowned Swiss illustr�tors �nd 
�uthors will mentor eight emerging 
illustr�tors for � ye�r �s they develop
their picture book projects. New 
this ye�r we �lso open our �pplic�tion
for children�s-comics projects.
The progr�m st�rts with � kick-off 
workshop in M�rch 2024 �nd concludes 
with � visit to the Bologn� Children�s
Book F�ir in April 2025, where �ll 
p�rticip�nts will present one completed
storybo�rd �nd five origin�l pieces.

P�rtners
The Bolo Klub is � sust�in�ble mentoring
project driven by former p�rticip�nts.
Our go�l is to support quiet, loud, br�ve,
honest, f�nt�stic, �nd simply wonder-
ful picture book projects. The Bolo Klub 
is supported by numerous p�rtners 
from the cre�tive industries. The Bolo
Klub �ctively works with publishers,
institu tions, �ssoci�tions, �s well �s 
est�b lished illustr�tors to provide you
with the support you need to re�lise
your project.

T�rget Group
The project is �imed �t Swiss illustr�tors
or individu�ls living in Switzerl�nd 
who �spire to profession�lise their skills
in the field of visu�l storytelling through
children�s picture books �nd children’s
comics. A b�ckground in visu�l �rts 
or illustr�tion is required. Typic�lly, the
illustr�tors h�ve not yet published �ny
(or �t most one) picture book.

L�ngu�ge
Bec�use the Bolo Klub is � n�tion�lly
funded project th�t supports illustr�tors
in Switzerl�nd of v�rious linguistic 
regions, English is used for intern�l com-
munic�tion �nd �t interregion�l events. 
A good level of English is required to 
p�rticip�te in the project!
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Selection Criteri�
A jury of profession�ls will select the
eight project p�rticip�nts.
P�rticip�nts will be chosen b�sed 
on the following criteri�:
— Motiv�tion
— Innov�tive �ppro�ch to content 

or form
— Person�l visu�l l�ngu�ge
— R�nge of projects within the group
— Focus on children �s � t�rget 

�udience
— Represent�tion of linguistic regions

Cost
The �pplic�tion process is free. After
being �ccepted into the project, the
eight p�rticip�nts will e�ch be ch�rged
CHF 500 to cover project expenses 
including the trip to Bologn� (tr�vel �nd
�ccommod�tion). The cost of m�te-
ri�ls �nd excursions within Switzerl�nd 
�re not covered.

Amici
Would you like to be involved with the
Bolo Klub without joining the core
group? Then be p�rt of the �mici, we
will inform you by e-m�il �bout the 
jour fixe d�tes where you c�n come 
�ccording �s you wish!
The Bolo Klub’s jour fixe meetings
 provide � pl�tform for picture book 
illustr�tors to exch�nge ide�s. 
Jour fixe �re open to Bolo members 
�nd �mici. They t�ke pl�ce every two
months, e�ch time in � different 
loc�tion �cross Switzerl�nd’s linguistic
regions. 
Anyone who �ttends c�n present �
work in progress �nd receive feedb�ck
from the group. 
If you �re interested in being p�rt of 
the �mici group, just fill out the 
�pplic�tion form, tick the box marked 
“�mici” �nd send it b�ck to us.

Key D�tes
Ple�se note th�t �ll p�rticip�nt 
commitments below �re m�nd�tory:

2024
Applic�tion de�dline

14th of J�nu�ry 
Notific�tion of �ccept�nce     

Febru�ry
Kickoff event

30th & 31st of M�rch 
Workshop Storybo�rd

April
Workshop Text

M�y
Workshop L�yout & Typogr�phy

June
Individual Text Mentorship

July & August 
Workshop Dummy

September
Publisher Meeting

September – December

2025
Showtime in Bologn�

April

Mentors
The mentors for the progr�m 
2024/2025 �re:
Frenci S�nn�
T�lt�l Levi
M�ev� Rubli
Milly Miljkovic
C�mille V�llotton

Writing menor�te: 
Flurin� B�del
K�tj� Alves
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Questions? 
→ hoi@boloklub.ch

Co-direction
D�le Forbes Molin� & C�rl� H�slb�uer

Fin�nces
V�ness� H�tzky

Jour Fixe
Debor�h Senn

For more inform�tions
→ www.boloklub.ch
→ Inst�gr�m: @boloklub
→ F�cebook: boloklub.ch

Applic�tion
Ple�se e-m�il us the following 
documents by J�nu�ry 14, 2024:

1. A completed �nd signed 
→ �pplic�tion form
2. In � PDF, short motiv�tion letter 

�bout your book ide� included
— � short description of the project 

(up to 1500 ch�r�cters) 
— � mini-storybo�rd
— 2–3 s�mple illustr�tions (with 

notes on how they were m�de)
— short curriculum vit�e �nd 

mention of possible public�tions

Applic�tions c�n be submitted 
in Germ�n, French, It�li�n or English. 

Nevertheless, ple�se include �n English
tr�nsl�tion of your story.

Design: 
meierkolb & It’s R�ining Eleph�nts 
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→ Applic�tion Form
De�dline: J�nu�ry 14, 2024

First N�me   L�st N�me

Street   No. 

Post�l Code   City

Telephone No.

Em�il Address 

Website Address

Educ�tion
n�me of school �nd study progr�m, ye�r of gr�du�tion

Mother tongue 

Other l�ngu�ges

English level

I’m signing in �s:   Member of Bolo Klub 2024/2025    Amici

Commitment
I will �ctively develop my book project in the group. By m�rch 2025, I will h�ve 
completed � book mock-up for present�tion �nd �t le�st five origin�l illustr�tions. 
I will invest the time needed to do this. I will �ttend �ll meetings �nd excuse 
myself in �dv�nce if I �m ill or truly un�ble to �ttend �n event. I will not give up. 
I will do my best to sh�re my process �nd content on the Bolo Klub soci�l 
medi�. I kindly �llow �ll work I produce during the project �nd �ll photos t�ken 
for document�tion purposes to be exhibited.* N�tur�lly, �ll rights to my work 
belong to �nd rem�in with me.
* To be used only for exhibitions or m�rketing purposes. 
This �pplies only to members of the core group �nd not to �mici.

D�te:                                          Sign�ture:


