
Project
The journey from � first ide� to � com-
plete story �nd fin�lly to the public�tion
of � book is � long one. This is where 
the Bolo Klub comes in: to �ccomp�ny
you �long the w�y. It encour�ges ex-
ch�nge �mong p�rticip�nts, org�nizes
meetings with experienced �uthors 
�nd illustr�tors, �nd supports you in
getting in touch with publishers.
In short: the Bolo Klub en�bles �nd 
promotes networking �nd empower-
ment �mong picture-book illustr�tors 
in Switzerl�nd �nd supports the 
development of high-qu�lity �nd bold
picture books.

Do you h�ve �n ide� for �
picture book? Or � strong desire 
to t�ke on this ch�llenge?   

Then do it now!

Or later… or even later… 
but don’t wait too long! 

Join the Bolo Klub!

Bolo
A network of renowned illustr�tors �nd 
�uthors from Switzerl�nd �ccomp�nies
eight emerging illustr�tors for one 
ye�r �s they develop their picture-book
projects. The progr�m begins with 
� kick-off workshop in M�rch 2026 �nd
ends with � visit to the Bologn� Chil-
dren’s Book F�ir in April 2027, where �ll
p�rticip�nts will present � completed
storybo�rd �nd five origin�l illu-
str�tions to publishers from �round the
world.

Who is behind it?
The Bolo Klub is � long-term support
project run by former p�rticip�nts. 
Our go�l is to support picture-book
projects th�t �re quiet, loud, 
br�ve, honest, f�nt�stic, �nd simply
wonderful. 
The Bolo Klub is supported by nume-
rous import�nt p�rtners from the 
profession�l field. Publishers, institu-
tions, �ssoci�tions, �nd est�blished 
illustr�tors m�int�in �ctive exch�nge
with the Bolo Klub �nd support the 
project.

T�rget Group
The project is �imed �t illustr�tors 
from Switzerl�nd or illustr�tors living in 
Switzerl�nd who �re seeking profes-
sion�liz�tion in the field of visu�l story-
telling for picture books or children’s 
comics. Artistic experience or b�sic 
tr�ining in visu�l �rts or illustr�tion is 
required. Typic�lly, p�rticip�nts 
h�ve not yet published � picture book 
(or h�ve published only one �t most).

L�ngu�ge
The Bolo Klub is � n�tional support 
project �ddressed to illustr�tors from 
�ll linguistic regions of Switzerland. 
Intern�l communic�tion �nd joint events
�re held in English. Good English skills 
�re therefore necess�ry.

E | P�ge 1

Klub

Andi�mo!
Bologn� 2027



Selection Criteri�
The eight p�rticip�nts �re selected 
by � profession�l jury.
The selection criteri� �re:
— motiv�tion
— �n innov�tive �ppro�ch, whether 

in content or form
— � person�l visu�l l�ngu�ge
— diversity of projects within the group
— t�rget �udience: children
— consider�tion of linguistic regions

Cost
The �pplic�tion process is free of 
ch�rge. After being �ccepted, the eight 
p�rticip�nts p�y � fee of CHF 500 
for the entire program, including tr�vel 
�nd �ccommod�tion for the trip to 
Bologn�.

Amici
You don’t necess�rily w�nt to be p�rt 
of the core group, but you still w�nt 
to follow the project?
Then join the Amici. We will inform 
you by em�il �bout the Jour Fixe d�tes,
which you m�y �ttend if you wish.
Bolo Klub – Jour fixe is �n exch�nge 
pl�tform for picture-book cre�tors 
�nd is open to both the core group �nd
the Amici.
The meetings t�ke pl�ce every two
months �t different loc�tions in the 
four linguistic regions of Switzerl�nd.
Anyone �ttending m�y present �
“work in progress” project �nd receive
feedb�ck from the group.
If you would like to join the Amici
group, simply fill out the registr�tion 
c�rd �nd send it b�ck to us with the
note “Amici.”

D�tes
We meet once � month to discuss 
the projects �s � group.
Ple�se note th�t these d�tes �re 
m�nd�tory:

2026
Applic�tion de�dline

16 J�nu�ry 
Notific�tion of �ccept�nce/
rejection    

Febru�ry
Kick-off event

28/29 M�rch 
Storybo�rd workshop 

April
Text workshop 

M�y
L�yout & typogr�phy workshop 

June
Individual text mentoring

July to August 
Dummy workshop 

September
Publisher meeting

September to December

2027
Showtime in Bologn�

April
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Send us two PDF files:
1. Registr�tion form
2. Applic�tion documents 

(� single document, maximum 
20 p�ges, in the following order):

— Curriculum vit�e
m�x. 2 p�ges

— Portfolio s�mple
m�x. 5 p�ges

— Motiv�tion
description of your project �nd 
current working title
m�x. 1 p�ge, m�x. 500 words

— Illustr�tions
�t le�st 2 finished illustr�tions
of your project
m�x. 2 p�ges

— Work s�mples
sketches rel�ted to the project
m�x. 5 p�ges

— Mini-storybo�rd
thumbn�ils with text notes
m�x. 5 p�ges

You m�y work on your project in the 
l�ngu�ge you prefer. However, 
for the jury review, the �pplic�tion 
must be tr�nsl�ted into English.

Questions? 
→ hoi@boloklub.ch

Co-direction
Céleste Meyl�n & Ley� Lun�

For more inform�tions
→ www.boloklub.ch
→ Inst�gr�m: @boloklub
→ F�cebook: boloklub.ch

Applic�tion
Ple�se send the following 
documents by em�il no l�ter then 
J�nu�ry 16, 2026:

Design: 
meierkolb & It’s R�ining Eleph�nts 
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→ Registr�tion Form
Applic�tion de�dline: 16 J�nu�ry 2026

First n�me   L�st n�me

D�te of birth 

Street   No. 

Post�l code   City

Phone number

Em�il

Website

Educ�tion
N�me of school �nd progr�m; Gr�du�tion ye�r 

Mother tongue 

Other l�ngu�ges

English proficiency level

I �m �ppliying �s:   Bolo Klub member 2026/2027    Amici

Agreement
I will work on my book project within the group. By M�rch 2027, I will complete 
the present�tion dummy and at le�st five origin�l illustr�tions. I will t�ke the 
time necess�ry to accomplish this. I will �ttend �ll meetings, �nd if I �m ill or truly 
un�ble to �ttend, I will notify the org�nizers in �dv�nce. I will not give up. 
I will m�ke �n effort to share my process �nd content on the Bolo Klub soci�l-medi�
ch�nnels. I give my friendly consent for �ll work cre�ted during the course 
�nd �ny document�ry photogr�phs to be exhibited*. Of course, �ll rights belong 
to me �nd rem�in with me.
* Only for exhibitions or promotion�l purposes. 
Applies only to core-group p�rticip�nts, not Amici.

D�te:                                          Sign�ture:


